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possessed a son and heir without the inconvenience of
marriage. To a Parliamentary recognition, indeed, of
his title she would assuredly not have consented. It
would have made him independent and dangerous.
But if he behaved well to her, his succession would
be more certain than any Act of Parliament could
make it. Mary, if released and restored to power,
would no longer be formidable. If she were de-
posed or put to death, Elizabeth would indirectly
govern Scotland, at all events, till James should be of
age.

This splendid opportunity Elizabeth lost by her
peremptory and domineering language. The old Scotch
pride took fire. The Anglophile lords, who would
have been glad enough to send the young Prince to
England, could not afford to appear less patriotic than
the Francophiles. Throgmorton's attempt to get hold
of James was as unsuccessful as that of the Protector
Somerset to get hold of James's mother had been
twenty years before. He was told that, before the
Prince could be sent to England, his titlf* to the
English succession must be recognised; a condition
which Elizabeth could not grant. Her claim that
Mary should be restored without conditions was
equally unacceptable to the Anglophile lords. They
might have been induced to release her if she would
have consented to give up Bothwell, or if they could
have caught and hanged Mm. But such was her
devotion to him, that no threats or promises availed
to shake it. It was in vain that they offered to pro-
duce letters of his to the divorced Lady Bothwell, in
which he assured her that he regarded her still as
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